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ы ON * 


CZ 


RECALL, I 
WAS IN THE 


INVESTIGA- 
TION... 


] LED ME 
| TO BARGE 
| INTO A 
| I WONDER HOLY 
HOW MUCH RITUAL 
TIME HAS | 
PASSED 


SINCE 


Chapter 33 Thorn Apple 


IVE 
CLEANED IT 
BEFORE. 


„«„ЛМен! 5 
ВЕР- 
CHAMBER. 


YOU'RE 
AWAKE AT 
LAST! 


YOU'VE 
GOT 15 
STITCHES 
THERE. 


ІМ 


| SORRY TON 


ASK WHEN 
YOU'VE 
ONLY JUST 
WOKEN UF, 
BUT WOULD 
YOU MIND 
GETTING 
CHANGED 


MASTER 
лкен! 
WOULDN'T 
HEAR OF 
LEAVING 
YOU TO 
REST AT 
THE PHYSI- 


BROUGHT 
YOU HERE. 


+ AND HOW 
YOU WERE 


SURE THAT І WANT то 
THE BEAM KNOW WHAT 
WOULD BROUGHT 
FALL. YOU TO THE 

TEMPLE... 


ID 
LIKE 
YOU TO 
EXPLAIN 
IT TO 
ME. 


WHAT TOOK 
PLACE WAS 
AN ACCIDENT 
CAUSED BY THE | 
CONVERGENCE ы 
OF MULTIPLE 
COINCIDENCES. 


MIND, THOSE 


: COINCIDENCES 
| заба WHAT WERE MADE ТО | 
OCCURRED CONVERGE UPON 
WAS NOT K| THE RITUAL ON | | 
AN ACCIDENT, PURPOSE. 
BUT RATHER AN 
ORCHESTRATED 
INCIDENT. 


THE FIRST 
OF THESE 


COINCIDENCES 
AND WAS THE 
TAKING DEATH OF A 
PLACE BREAKING HIGH-RANKING 
AT JUST OUT IN ONE OFFICIAL NAMED 
AROUND STOREHOUSE KOUNEN LAST 
THE SAME AS RITUAL YEAR. 
TIME WAS IMPLEMENTS 
THE THIRD WERE 
Е STOLEN 
FROM 
„АМ WHICH ANOTHER. 
THE MINISTER 
IN CHARGE 
OF RITUAL 
IMPLEMENTS WAS 
INCAPACITATED 
BY A SEVERE 


CASE OF FOOD 
POISONING. 


THEN 
IT WOULD 
MAKE SENSE 
FOR THE 
FIXTURES, WHICH 
ARE VITAL TO 
PILLAR IN 
PLACE. 


IF THE 
CULPRIT 
WANTED 
TO HARM 
SOMEONE 
DURING THE 
RITUAL AND 
MAKE IT 
SEEM LIKE 
AN ACCl- 
DENT... 


..AND ARE 
ANCHORED TO 
THE FLOOR 
BY METAL 
FITTINGS. 


AND 
YOU'RE 
SAYING 
ALL OF 
THIS WAS 
PART OF 
SOMEONE'S 
PLOT? 


„© 
SUSPENDED 


ATTACHED TO 
EITHER END, 
WHICH RUN 
THROUGH 
PULLEYS 
ON THE 
CEILING... 


IF A THIEF 
ABSCONDED 


HAVE NEW 
ONES 
MADE. 


YOU 
DON’T 
MEAN... 
THAT 
FAMILY 
H OF METAL- 
WORKERS 
2 


„ЛНОФЕ 
FITTINGS HAD 
BEEN HEATED 
TO THEIR 
BREAKING 
POINT? 


SURELY 
THAT MUCH 
WOULD HAVE 
BEEN TAKEN 
INTO CONSID- 
ERATION WHEN 
THE ALTAR 
WAS PUT 
TOGETHER. 


IN WHICH N ў 
CASE, ONE | | | 


ARTISAN 
COMES TO 
MIND. 


IF... 


I CAN'T 
IMAGINE 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT 
WOULD 
BREAK 50 
QUICKLY, 
HOWEVER 
HOT IT 
BECAME. 


РА | BELIEVE 
20. 


TETHERING 


THE WIRE 
ROPES TO 


ANY ITEMS 
INVOLVED IN 
SUCH RITUALS 
TEND TO BE 
ELABORATELY 
ORNAMENTED, 


FITTINGS IN 
' QUESTION 
WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
NEXT TO A 
BRAZIER... 


THE FLOOR. 


TALKING 
METAL 
HERE. 
METAL 

DOESN'T 


THE 
TEMPER- 
ATURE 
NEEDED 
TO MELT 
THE MIX IS 
CURIOUSLY 
LOWER. 


WHEN 
MULTIPLE 
METALS ARE 
COMBINED, 
HOWEVER... 


EVEN THEN, 
THE HEAT 
REQUIRED 15 
USUALLY STILL 
CONSIDER- 
ABLE. 


„АТ MELTS 
AT A MUCH 

LOWER " 
TEMPERA- 7 
TURE THAN THAT... 


NORMAL. 


BY 
SIMPLY 
BEING 
NEAR 
A HOT 
BRAZIER, 
FOR 
EXAMPLE. 


THE 
PROBLEM 
LIES NOT 
WITH THE 


INDIVIDUAL 
METALS 
TYPICALLY 
ONLY MELT 
AT HIGH 
TEMPERA- 


„RATHER ` BUT 
WITH THE 
CRITICAL 

METAL 
FIXTURES, 

WHICH 

WERE 
JUST NOT 
STRONG 
ENOUGH. 


BUT 
THESE 
FITTINGS 


CRAFTS- 
MAN WHO 
RECENTLY 

PASSED... 


USING 
AN ALLOY 
OF HIS OWN 
MAKING, THE 
RATIO OF 
METALS IN 
WHICH WERE 
KNOWN ONLY 
TO HIM. 


WASN'T 
SOMETHING 
HE PASSED 

DOWN TO HIS 


APPRENTICES — 
: HIS SONS. 


THE 
CAUSE OF 
THE MELTED 
FITTINGS 
WOULD 
REMAIN A 
MYSTERY... 


IN TURN 
WOULD BE 
TERRIBLY 

CONVENIENT 
FOR THE 

PERSON 

PULLING THE 

STRINGS. 


«THEN 
HIS RECIPE 
WOULD HAVE 
BEEN LOST 
WITH NONE 
THE WISER. 


TO TOP 
IT ALL 
OFF, HIS 
SECRET 
ART... 


„ВИТ IF NO 
ONE EVER 
SOLVED HIS 
PUZZLE... 


THE 
CRAFTSMAN 
DID LEAVE 
BEHIND CLUES 
ABOUT IT IN 
HIS WILL... 


DON'T 
TELL ME 
THE LATE 
CRAFTSMAN 
HIMSELF 
I САКТ | WAS 
SPEAK MURDERED 
ec LEAD TO THAT. TOO? 


POISONING 
MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN AN 
UNAVOIDABLE 
OCCUPATIONAL 
HAZARD. 


„Не DEATH 
COULD HAVE 
BEEN MADE 
TO SIMPLY 
LOOK THAT 


THE FIXTURES 
FROM THE LATE 
CRAFTSMAN... 


HAVE BEEN 
AWARE OF HIS 
TECHNIQUE. 


І 
THINK ITS 
REASONABLE 
TO ASSUME 
ALL THESE 
THINGS ARE 
CONNECTED. 


JINSHI 
WAS 
THE-LAST 


IF- 


6 
IMPORTANT JINSHI 
ENOUGH TO ~ 
MERIT SUCH 

A GRAND 
SCHEME TO 
GET HIM OUT 
OF THE WAY. 


THE TRUTH 
15 TOO 
MUCH OF 
A HASSLE. 


IM SURE 
THEY'LL 
DISCOVER 
THE IDENTITIES 
OF EVERYONE 
INVOLVED SOON | 
ENOUGH. 


AND 
THAT LL 
BE THAT. 


ILL BET 
LI НАКИ Є 
ALREADY 
ON THE 

CASE. 


SHE WAS 
LYING THERE 
DEAD IN HER 
BED. SHE'D 

POISONED 

HERSELF 


WE 
TRACKED 
DOWN A 
COURT 
LADY 
e NAMED 
PERSON 
OF SUIREI... 
INTEREST 
IN THE 
CASE. 


NO 
SURPRISE 


THERE. 


ONCE WE'D 
COLLECTED 
THE NECESSARY 
| EVIDENCE AND 
1 GOT OFFICIALS 
TO STORM HER 
QUARTERS... 


THE 


о ВХ PHYSICIAN 

WHAT'LL EN CONFIRMED 
HAPPEN Р КМАУ HER DEATH 
`. AFTER 

EXAMINING 

THE BODY. 


I EXPECT 
HER CORPSE 
WILL BE PUT = CRIMINALS 
INTO A COFFIN DON'T GET 
AND BURNED BURIALS. 
ON THE 
MORROW. 


RATE, THE 
CASE 15 
CLOSED! 


SHE TRULY 
CONTRIVE 
AND CARRY 
OUT SUCH AN 

INTRICATE 
SCHEME ON % 
HER OWN? 


15 SHE 
SIMPLY 


۷ THE IT JUST 
z) 5 re DOESN'T 
мо, Б APP UP. 
BEFORE 
I GET TO 
THAT... 


DID SUIRE/ 
EVEN SEEM 
LIKE THE 
TYPE ТО 50 
EASILY TAKE 
HER OWN 
LIFE? 


WE DIDN'T 
SPEND 
MUCH TIME 


UN) TOGETHER. 


IM 
CURIOUS 
TO KNOW | 
JUST HOW B 
GOOD OF B 
ONE YOU 

ARE. 


THE WAY 


SHE SPOKE 
THAT TIME, AS 
IF SHE WAS 
CHALLENGING 
ME... 


YOU 
COULD 
TAKE THEM 
ТО MEAN 
SHE DIDN'T 
HAVE THE 
WILL TO 
LIVE. 


APATHETIC 
FACE, THE 
OFFHAND 
MANNER... 


YOU 
EXPECT 
ME TO | А“ 
BELIEVE i MEDICINE | 
THAT THE | 
WOMAN WHO 
UTTERED 
THOSE 
WORDS 
INGESTED 
POISON 
AND TOOK 
HER OWN 
LIFE? 


IF 
THATS 
ALL IVE 
GOT TO 
GO ON, І 
CANT SAY 
ANYTHING 


“ SINSHI. 


I HAVE A 
FAVOR TO 


ASK OF 


I WISH TO 
SPEAK TO THE 
PHYSICIAN WHO 

PERFORMED THE 
EXAMINATION ON 
THE CORPSE OF 

THE COURT 


I DON’T 


WITH MIND YOU 
YOU. TALKING 


WHO DIE IN 
PRISON ARE 
CREMATED, 
PER THIS 
COUNTRYS 
CUSTOM. 


KEEPING 
YOU 
WAITING. 


THE 
PHYSICIAN 
WHO WAS 
BEING 
FRIENDLY 
WITH 
SUIREIL 


NOT ONLY 
HAS HIS 
ACQUAIN- 
TANCE DIED, 
SHE'S BEING 
TREATED 
LIKE A 
CRIMINAL. 


BUT 
IS THAT 
THE ONLY 


DID IT | 
CONTAIN > Zus 


THORN POISON THE 
| | COURT LADY 
DRANK... 


„вит SHE 
DRANK A 
CONCOCTION 

CONTAINING THE BODY, 


SEVERAL THAT DOES 
SEEM QUITE 
THINGS, SO 
LIKELY... 
IDENTIFYING CERTAIN. | | 
THEM ALL и 
IS RATHER 


DIFFICULT. 


OF COURSE 
YOU САМТ 
TELL WHAT 
WENT INTO 
IT JUST BY 

LOOKING. 


THERE'S 
A FIELD 
ON THE 
SMALL HILL 
BEHIND THE 
STABLES, 


IF ФШЕЕ/ 
HAD SOME 
ON HAND 
FROM THE 
DISPEN- 
БАКУ... 


THORN APPLE 
15 HIGHLY 
TOXIC, IT CAN 
BE USED AS 
AN ANESTHETIC 
IN MODERATE 
QUANTITIES. 


IT MAY 
„Вит NOT BE IN 
I WOULD SEASON 
IMAGINE RIGHT 
YOU HAVE NOW... 
SOME 
AT THE 
DISPEN- 
SARY. 


GLORIES. 


4 


A 


THE 
FLOWERS 
OF THE 
THORN 
APPLE 
BEAR А 
STRIKING 
RESEM- 
BLANCE... 


APPLE SHE 


INGESTED. | aA 


SUIREI 


WAS 
MOST 
CERTAINLY 
DEAD... 


YOU 
HANDLED 
HER WITH 

CARE, 

THEN? 


«ло 
IDENTIFY 
THE POISON 
THAT HAD 
KILLED 
HER. 


LOOKED 
50 VERY 
LOVELY. 


ARE YOU 
POSITIVE 
THAT THE 
BODY WAS 
SUIREI? 


I WOULD 
NEVER 
MISTAKE 
SUIREI FOR 
SOMEONE 
ELSE. 


SHE HAD 
NEITHER 
A PULSE 
NOR A 
HEART- 
BEAT. 


MUCH CARE, 
IN FACT, THAT 
YOU DIDN'T 
EVEN THINK 
TO CUT HER 


ALL THIS 
PHYSICIAN 
CAN BE 
ACCUSED 
OF I9 THE 
MISMANAGE- 
MENT OF HIS 
SUPPLIES. 


ID BE 
WILLING TO 
BET THATA 
„WILL SPOT CHECK 
YIELD OF THE 
A FEW INVENTORY 
DISCREP- AT THE 


ANCIES. DISPENSARV 


2UIREI 
WAS 
COUNTING 
ON THAT. 


SURE THORN 
APPLE WAS 
JUST ONE 
OF SEVERAL 
INGREDIENTS 
IN SUIREIS 
POTION. 


— Б.А WHETHER 
~ OR NOT ІТ N HOW 
( R WAS SLATED DO YOU 
FOR BURNING, EXPLAIN 
AN EMPTY THE TWO 
COFFIN DIFFERENT 
WOULD'VE BODIES? 


DA 
| RAISED 


A SUSPICION. 


50 THEY 
MUST HAVE 
PREPARED 
ANOTHER 
CORPSE TO 
TAKE HER 


SHE 
МОШ МЕ 
WALKED OUT 
OF HERE BY 
HERSELF 


ВОТ 
I WOULDN'T 
KNOW WHERE 
TO START TO 
MAKE ONE. 


THAT'S 
TOO 
BAD. 


ARE OFTEN 
QUICK TO 
AVERT THEIR 
EYES FROM 
THOSE WHO 
ADMINISTER 
SUCH IMPURE 


ALWAYS A 
CONSTANT 
STREAM OF 
ACTIVITY 
WITH THEIR 


THERE ARE 
MEDICINES 
THAT CAN 
MAKE A 
PERSON 
APPEAR 
DEAD. 


THE 
COFFINS 
AND 
BODIES 
HERE ARE 
BROUGHT 
IN BY 
OTHERS... 


BUT FROM 
WHAT I'VE 
HEARD, 

„А ТНЕКЕ 
DRUG THAT EXISTS IN 
CAN KILL A DISTANT 
SOMEONE LAND... 
AND THEN 
BRING THEM 
BACK TO 
LIFE. 


I'M NO 
EXPERT 
EITHER. | 


IT 
CONSISTS 


OF TWO 
OBVIOUSLY, PA LETHAL 
WOULD NEVER POISONS 
TELL ME ANY WHICH, WHEN 
OF THIS, COMBINED IN 
7 PRECISE, 
LEARNED HELL FIXED 
ABOUT TRALIZE AMOUNTS 


I... EACH 


A PERSON OTHER. 


PRESUMED 
DEAD COMES 
BACK TO 
LIFE AFTER 
A SHORT 
TIME. 


„КОМ HIS 

LIBRARY OF 
FOREIGN 

TOMES. 


IU BEFOKE 
BEEN SLOWLY РА МАРЕ 
DECIPHERING ME BURN ` 


THE TEXTS... THE 
LOT OF 
WITH THE THEM... 
HELP OF THE 
WHILE 
Оссо „І HAVE ІМ NOT 
о НЕАЕР ТНАТ CLEAR 


THORN APPLE ON THE 
AND BLOWFISH DETAILS... 
POISON ARE 

USED TO 
MAKE IT. 


WHOD TEACH 
ME THEIR 
LANGUAGE. 


SHE LAY IN 
| HERE DEAD, 
= | WAITING AT 
à LENGTH FOR 
SOMEONE 
TO COME 
TO HER 
RESCUE. 


YOU MIND 
CHECKING 
THE EMPTY 


MUST'VE 
BEEN THE 
ONE SUIREI 


DISGUISED се BYTHE NY 
HERSELF IN THE SHE oe TIME HER 
GARB OF ONE тен پا‎ - ACCOMPLICE 
OF THE COFFIN SWAPPED | 一 < ARRIVED TO 
BEARERS, AND HER LET HER OUT, 
WALKED RIGHT oor هرر‎ SUIREI HAD | 
OUT OF THE ONE THEY ALREADY 
MORTUARY. HAD PRE- COME BACK 
PARED... TO LIFE. 


IT WAS 
A RATHER 


YOUR BIG RISK 
MOTIVATION FOR HER то 
FOR DOING SHE'LL TAKE, DON'T 
50 WOULD ALMOST M YOU THINK? 

BE A SMIDGE CERTAINLY THERE WAS NO 
1 DIFFERENT BE PUT TO GUARANTEE 
FROM HERS, DEATH ONCE THE PLAN 
I DARESAY. VI SHE'S FOUND WOULD 


ANYWAY. SUCCEED. 


«HAD WE 
NOT FOUND 
THIS BODY 
BEFORE IT 
WAS BURNED, 
HER VICTORY 
WOULD HAVE 
BEEN 
COMPLETE. | 


„AND THE 

NERVE TO 

ACTUALLY 
PULL IT 


SHE 
HAD THE 
WITS TO 
PASS OFF 
ALL THOSE 
INCIDENTS 
45 АСС!- 
DENTS... 


SHE'S 
ALIVE 
AND 
WELL, 
DD LOVE 
TO MEET 
HER. 


„ТО 


DECEIVE wi а 
EVERV- RESOLVE 
ONE. TO 60 so 
ў FAR AS TO 

PUT HER 
OWN LIFE 

ON THE 

LINE... 


HOW DULL 
IT WOULD 
BE TO SEE 
SOMEONE 
LIKE HER 
KICK THE 
BUCKET 
TOO 
SOON! 


IT'S 
Д UTTERLY 

IMPROPER 
TO FEEL 
1 THIS WAY 
4 BEFORE 
THE DEAD. 


BUT I 
JUST CANT 
CONTROL 
THESE 
FEELINGS 
WELLING UP 
INSIDE МЕ! 


/ 


| 


—— 


"17 


ELIXIK 
— 70 


WAN 


REOPENED 
MY WOUND 


„ТИЕ 
SUIRE/ 
MATTER 
WAS 


UP 


me CLAIMED 
TO HAVE 
RECEIVED 
NO SPECIAL 
REQUESTS. 


INA 
STRANGE 
TURN OF 
EVENTS, 

THE COFFIN 
BEARERS 
WHO WERE 
MAKING 
DELIVERIES 
TO THE 
MORTUARY... 


= 
s 
= 
Ee 
© 
e 
D 
+ 
e 
= 
8 
е 
З 
= 
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SUIREI, 
THE 
COURT 
LADY 
HERSELF 
WAS 
EQUALLY 
HARD TO 
GETA 
HANDLE 
ON. 


ITLL 
BE A 
WHILE 
BEFORE 
I GET 
TO THE 
BOTTOM 
OF THIS 
ONE. 


THE 
PHXSl- 
САМ 
WHO 
KNEW 
HER... 


THE 

MAN HAD 
TAKEN HER 
IN AS HIS 
ADOPTED 
DAUGHTER 
SOME YEARS | 
AGO AFTER || 


TOLD US 


RECOG- 
NIZING HER ; TTR 
TALENTS... W Ў HAD BEEN 

BUT Se—— REIS 

ey —c- ARDIAN. 


DIDN'T 
KNOW 


ITS 
JUST ONE 


4 "i HEADACHE 
AFTER 
A ANOTHER 
A THESE 
V]. ти DAYS. 
NEARING 
4 МУ WITS’ 
` 


I HAVE 
A FEELING 
THAT GIRL 

WOULD FIND 
A WAY TO 

REOPEN 

HER WOUND 
IF LEFT ТО 
HER OWN 

DEVICES... 


GO 
EVER 
SINCE 

THE 
RITUAL 


ESCORT 
AT MY 
BEHEST. 


BUT HER 
INJURY ISNT 
THE ONLY 
THING THAT 
TROUBLES 
ME. 


^| THERE'S 
ALSO THE 
MATTER 


; `2 OF THAT 
IM FAIRLY CRANK, 


THERE |! CERTAIN |£ 
/5 MORE |! | HE'S HER Ё LA KAN. 
TO THAT | - FATHER ВУ 
Е BLOOD, 
BUT IF HER 
REACTION 
TO HIS 
NAME 15 
ANYTHING 
ТО GO ВУ... 


ITS Ñ 
ALL BUT 


COMMON RON 


FROM 


NOWL- 
KNOWL HE WHAT I 
WAS ALSO HEAR... 
«ТО IN THE INVOLVED 
EXPECT IMPERIAL IN THE 
THE UNEX- COURT MESS 
PECTED NOW... 
AT THE 
FROM RITUAL 
THAT | 


LOON. 


AND 
THEN 
THERE'S 
GAO SHUN, 


HEG 


PEEN IN WHO ALWAYS 
CHARGE 
SE KEEPS HIS 
EDUCATION MOLTI? SHUT 
AND GETS 
ALMOST 
THE JOB 
FROM DONE 
і. THE VERY | 
MINUTE 
I WAS 
WEANED. 
NOT HAVE 
ALWAYS 
BEEN AT 
MY SIDE, 
НЕ 15, 
WITHOUT А A 
DOUBT, MY 
GREATEST 
ALLY. 


ALL HES 
DONE 
FOR 
ME. 
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a 


à чи سار سا‎ 
T HE 


RE tr: 


IT TASTES Y 


1 | THIS 
а 22] MEDICINE 
Ge CONTAINS 
| DISSOLVED | 
< POTATO 
D FLOUR 
IMPORTED 
FROM 
TAKEN ABROAD. 
DAILY, IT 
PRODUCES 
A UNIQUE 
EFFECT. 


I DON’T 
THINK PLL 
EVER GET 
USED TO 
THE SICKLY 
SWEET TASTE 
OF THIS 
STUFF. 


WISH TO 
APPEAR 

MORE 
LIKE 


PERHAPS ONE... 

YOU OUGHT EUNUCH 
NOT TO I АМ... 

PINCH YOUR FOR 
NOSE IN NOW. 

FRONT OF 


OTHERS. 


I WAS GIVEN TALL AND 
LEAVE BY HIS 
MAJESTY TO STATELY IN 
STATURE, 
DO AS I LIKED 
AROUND THE REFINED ІМ 
LOWER-RANKING - DEMEANOR, 
CONCUBINES - WITH THE 
AND THOSE FACE OF A 
BENEATH o CELESTIAL 
THEM, BUT... } MAIDEN ANP 
A VOICE AS 
SWEET AS 


JAND, S 
Хо 2821223 
WWDRINKING. 


THE. MASK: OF. 
"JINSHI.” 


A 24-YEAR- 
OLD MAN IN ٢ 
POSSESSION Е 
OF THESE 
WHEN QUALITIES 
THE WHO 
CURRENT BECAME A 
EUNUCH... 


KEEP 
THIS UP 
AND IT WILL || (^ 
ДА] COMPLETELY | 
NG CEASE TO || X TZ 
ў WORK ONE || 1 2 
OF THESE ||) Bian " 
DAYS, YOU . 
KNOW. 


20 YOU'RE 
SAYING YOU 
HAVE NO 
NEED FOR 
FUTURE 
PROGENY? 


HOW OLD 
ARE YOU, 
AGAIN? 


YOUNGEST 
NEEDS 
TO START 
LOOKING 
FOR A WIFE 
SOON. 


MY 


MY 
KIDS 
ARE ALL 


ОКАКР- GROWN 


CHILD 


NOW. 


WAS BORN 
JUST THE 
OTHER 


DAY. 


HAD THREE 
CHILDREN, 
ONE AFTER 
THE OTHER, 


STARTING THE 
FOLLOWING | 


YEAR. 


YOU 
WERE 15 
WHEN YOU 
MARRIED, 
RIGHT? 


PLEASE. 

I WANT TO 
HOLD MY 
GRANDCHILD 
AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 


«AND 
BE DONE 
WITH THIS 

JOB. 


ги, 
TRY TO 
MAKE IT 
HAPPEN. 


YOUR FACE 
SEEMS TO 

BE TELLING 
ME TO TAKE 
A MISTRESS 
OR THREE... 


DAZZLES 
WITH GAUDY 


THE 
REFRESHINGLY 
MINIMAL AND 
PRAGMATIC 
GARNET 
PALACE OF 
THE PAST... 


„BECOME 
ALONELY 
PLACE. 


THOUGH 


APPEARS NEW TO 
TO HAVE THE INNER 
SETTLED IN COURT, 
WITHOUT ANY CONSORT 
ISSUES. LOULAN... 


IN 
A SENSE, 
CONSOKT 


CONSOKT 
Cl LOULAN'S 
ال‎ = FATHER 
GE HAD THE 

PREVIOUS 
EMPRESS 


DOWAGERG 
THANKS TO FAVOR. 


HIM THAT THE 


„вит FRICTION | 


ALL GOING NUMBER OF 
AROUND... WOMEN IN 
THE INNER 


COURT 
GREW TO 
AS MANY AS 
3000. 


å‏ اښ 
= 


3 RUIN SAID 


г 


BALANCE. | 


SEEM ТО 
ВЕ QUITE 
FASHION- 
CONSCIOUS, 
THOUGH. 


HAS 
А NEW 


ANP 
MAKEUP 
EVERY 
TIME 
I SEE 


SHE WAS 
WEARING A 
NOVEL DRESS 
WITH SHOWY 
FEATHERS 
DURING 
THAT CLASS 
FOR THE 
COURTESANS 

TOO. 


HAIRSTYLE 


ASA 
MEANS OF 
MAINTAINING 
THE BALANCE 

OF POWER IN 
THE PALACE, y 
THE INNER 
COURT... 


AS IT 
CURRENTLY 
STANDS, THE 
EMPEROR'S 

FAVORITES 
--СОМ- |М ORDER 
SORT ARE... 
GYOKU- 
YO... 


„ТИЕМ 
CONSORT 
LIHUA. 


BUT THE 
EMPEROR 
HAS ALSO 

TAKEN 

CARE 
NOT TO 
OFFEND 
CONSORT 
LOULAN... 


THE 
EMPEROR 
NEVER 
KNOWS 
WHO HEG 
GOING TO 
GET EACH 
TIME HE 
CALLS ON 
CONSORT 
LOULAN... 


THAT HAS 
DAMPENED 
HIS DESIRE 

FOR HER. 


me BUT 
IPONT 
KNOW 
HOW 
MUCH 
TRUTH, 
IF АМУ, 
THERE /Є 
ТО THAT. 


(ATS BECAUSE 
THE CURRENT 
EMPEROR, 
UNLIKE HIS 
FATHER, TAKES 
EXCEPTION 
TO BEDDING 
YOUNG GIRLS. 


mm AND 
SPORTED 
GARMENTS 
FROM THE 
WEST THAT 
CONSTRICT 
THE WAIST. 


SHE'S 
ALSO 
WORN 
GARMENTS 
FROM THE 
SOUTHERN 
LANDS, 5 
WELL AS THE 
CLOTHING 
OF THE 
NORTHERN 
TRIBES. 


SHE'S 
EVEN 
STEPPED 
OUT 
IN THE 


THE 
GOSSIP 
HAS IT 
THAT SHE 
DRESSES 


IN SUCH 
OUTLANDISH 
WAYS 
BECAUSE 
OF HER 
PLAIN 


AND WHILE 
WERE ON THE 
SUBJECT OF 
HIS IMPERIAL 
MAJESTY'S 
DISINTEREST, 
CONSORT 
мени IG IN 
THE SAME 
BOAT. 


«AND 
THE BABY 


EVENTUALLY | 


HAD TO BE 
CUT OUT 
OF HER. 


TO 
THIS ۷ 
THOUGH, 

SHE 
STILL 
BEARS 
THE 
SCAR. 


THE 


PREVIOUS 
EMPEROR 
FATHERED || 
NO OTHER 
CHILDREN 


GIVING 
BIRTH 
WAS 
VERV 
HARD 
ON HER 
SMALL 
BODY... 


-BEARS 
A LARGE 
SCAR ON 
HER BELLY 
FROM THE 

EVENT. 


THEY 


BUT 
WITH THe POUENT 


HELP OF A BEYOND 
TALENTED SAVING 
PHYSICIAN ~ 
WHOD JUST 
RETURNED 
FROM 
ABROAD, 
SHE LIVED. 


THE 
EMPRESS 
DOWAGER, 
WHO 
BORE THE 
CURRENT 
EMPEROR 
AS A SLIP 
OFA 
GIRL... 


HAPPILY, 
SHE 
SURVIVED 


АМР WITH HER 
TEN-ODD WOMB 
YEARS INTACT... 
LATER, 
SHE GAVE 
BIRTH TO 
ANOTHER 
CHILD. 


ASA 
RESULT, 
CONSORT 
АРШО 
| LOST HER 


AND 


CONSORT ЖЕ 

и ATTENDING 7 

wHo ws PHYSICIAN НОИ" 

CONSORT EVER. 
WAS BOUND 


TO THE 
THEN CROWN | | 

U PRINCE, WAS ۰ 

NEGLECTED 


i TO THE 
N EMPRESS 
~ | DOWAGER’S 
Э SIDE FOR 


AND THE IN CHILDBED. ZETE 
CURRENT DURATION 
EMPEROR а 
LOST HIS SECOND. 
VERY FIRST 
CHILD NOT 
LONG 


AFTER. 


IF HIS SON 
WERE STILL 
ALIVE NOW, 


POINT 15 
THERE IN 
DREAMING 
UP SILLY 
WHAT- 


ЕЕЕ 
TER 
KUC уў 


PRINCE 
ALREADY. 


EMPEROR 
BEGAN 


CALLING 
ON HIG 
CONSORTS 
MUCH MORE 


PERHAPS 
WELL SEE 
RESULTS 
SOONER 
THAN WE 
EXPECT, 


HEAR THE 
EMPEROR 


IT SEEMS 
CONSORT 
GYOKUYO'S 
LUNAR 
CYCLE HAS 
STOPPED. 


WHEN 
SHE WAS 
PREGNANT 
WITH THE 
PRINCESS, 
SOMEONE 
TRIED TWICE 
TO POISON 
HER. 


THE 
PERSON 
BEHIND 


NO 
SURPRISE, 
THEN, THAT | 
EVERYONE 
15 ANXIOUS 

THIS TIME 
AROUND. 


SHE 
MAY WELL 
BE WITH 
CHILD. 


| IFITS 
STOPPED 


THE 
"LUNAR 
CYCLE” 
/5 ONE 
WAY OF 
TALKING 
ABOUT A 
WOMAN'S 
MENSES. 


ABOUT 
TODAY? 


OR 
MAYBE 
ITS JUST 
СОМИЕ- 
NIENT. 


THOROUGH 
JOB WITH 
THE REST I THOUGHT 


OF THOSE I'D FINALLY 
DISHES, FOUND A 
OKAY? GIRL WORTH 

TRAINING, 
AND NOW I'M 
GOING TO 


LOSE HER. 


Å 
ITS BEEN 
A WHILE 
SINCE I 
WAS LAST 
HERE, BUT 
LIFE AT 
THE INNER 
COURT 
REMAINS 
MUCH THE 


I SPEND 
EACH DAY 
TASTING 
DISHES 4 "ss. 

FOR | =d 
POISON. 


WE STILL 
DON'T YET 
KNOW IF 
CONSORT 
GYOKUYO 


/5 ACTUALLY a a N 
PREGNANT لا‎ IN 


SWORN TO 
SECRECY 
«AND HERE IN 

WERE THE JADE 


TAKING PALACE 
EVERY REGARD- 
PRE- LESS... SHE WAS 
GAR пето 
A PRINCESS 
. LINGLI, 
pe SHE DIDN'T 
THERE j у“ Ен 
m MORNING 
PROOF SICKNESS... 
SHE WAS 
PREGNANT, 
ASIDE 
FROM THE 
FACT THAT 
SHE HAD 
MISSED HER 
COURSES. 


> =n ` 


/ 
iff К | WE TASKED 
АТ JNSH WITH 
SPEAKING 
TO THE 
EMPEROR 
ABOUT 
CURBING HIS 
NIGHTTIME 
VISITS TO 
CONSORT 
ФУОКИУОФ 
BED... 


DID 
SEEM QUITE 
PROACTIVE 

ON THAT 
FRONT. 


FURTHER 
PRECAU- 
TION. 


WE WERE 
PLEASANTLY 
SURPRISED 
TO SEE HIS 


HE STILL MAJESTV 

COMES CONTINUE 

TO PLAY TO VISIT 

ap WITH us W THE JADE 
Si Vie AZORABLE | PALACE 
ytd DAUGH- JUST AS 

TER... OFTEN AS 

CONVER- BEFORE 
SATION 2 

WITH 


CONSORT KS 
GYOKUYO. 


I WAS 
AFRAID THAT 


BUT THAT THE DECREASE 
SEEMS TO 

IN NOCTURNAL 

HAVE BEEN AN 

VISITS MIGHT 
UNFOUNDED 

GIVE PEOPLE 
WORRY ON 

тада THE WRONG 
KT. IDEA... 
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IT 
SEEMS SHE 
COLLECTS 
CLOTHING 


A 
AND FROM ALL POPULAR 


СП CHANGES CORNERS ANA ; 1 TOPIC OF 


OF THE і CONVER- 
HER LOOK | š 
DAILY. WORLD... \ \ š 


SSØ AK. 


SATION 15 
WHIMSICAL CONSORT 
NEWCOMER LOULAN... 


CONSORT 
LOULAN 
HAS YET 
ТО FIND 
HERSELF 
IN THAT 
POSITION 
HOWEVER. 


TO 
THRIVE 
AT THE 
INNER 


COURT, 
BUT THERE YOU 


ТО = ARE THOSE MUST 
HER FATHER, A У WHO WILL STAND 
SENIOR MINISTER TER O OUT. 
WHO HAS HELD à д CUT 
THE EMPEROR'S | PLACE 
FAVOR SINCE THE ЈЕ YOU 
REIGN OF HIS X РО. 
PREDECESSOR. 


AN 
EXCEPTIONAL 
CONSORT LIKE 


HE TOOK THE 
THRONE, HE MAY 
HAVE BECOME 
MORE OF A 
HINDRANCE 
THAN A HELP 
AS HER 
BACKER. 


ADUO MIGHT 
HAVE RECEIVED 
HIS MAJESTY'S 

FAVOR WHILE 

HE WAS 
CROWN 
PRINCE... 


BUT CONSORT 

MAYBE EVEN ADUO WAS 

THAT WAS A || EVENTUALLY 
LONG TIME DRIVEN 


.. THAT 
COMING | | OUT OF 
CONSORT WHEN YOU 


THE INNER 
LOULAN _ CONSIDER... COURT, 
AND I ARE AFTER 
AROUND 
THE SAME 
AGE. 


JUST 
BECAUSE HIS 
MAJESTY CANT 
DISREGARD 
HER ENTIRELY 
DOESN'T MEAN 
HE SHOULD 
175 СОМРЫСАТЕ 
ENOUGH MATTERS BY 
TO MAKE || GETTING 
THE HEAD HER WITH 


OF THE CHILD. EMPRESS 
HIGHEST DOWAGER 
COURT MA 


OFFICIAL 
HURT. 


THE 
THRONE 


LOST А 
TRUSTED 
ADVISER 
AND HER ez 
MENT 15 : 
WHO BUT A 


HOLDS ۶ A 
NOT EVEN 3 


A SHRED 

OF SWAY WOMAN... 
OVER THE 
IMPERIAL 
COURT. 


OH, 
HELLO 
THERE! 


WHAT'VE 
YOU GOT 
THERE? 


M y) і 


YOU 
REALLY 
DON'T 
NEED TO 
CAN ASK со то 
SOMEONE АМ. THAT 
ELSE TO TROUBLE! 
TAKE CARE 


AND WHAT 

IF WE ASK 

| _SOMEONE 
Н] TO pO THAT 
AND THEY 
SWITCH THE 
MEDICINES 
AROUND? 


UTTERLY 
USELESS Y 
AT HIS 
JOB. 


DON’T 
TELL 
ME YOU 
HAVEN’T 
AND HEARD 
HOW THE ABOUT 
THE COURT 


PHYSICIAN 
IN CHARGE DISPENSARY 


RECEIVED A SCANDAL... 
PAY CUT AS 

PUNISHMENT 
FOR HIS LAX 

INVENTORY 
MANAGEMENT! 


BESIDES, 
WE NEED TO 
MAKE IT AS 

CLEAN AS 
POSSIBLE IN 

THERE BEFORE 
IT GETS TOO 


THERE’LL 
BE ALL 
KINDS OF 
HERBS AND 
MEDICINAL 
PLANTS 
THAT NEED 
PICKING AS 
THE WEATHER 
WARMS UP 


ANYTHING | د‎ 
THE BUGS HAVE Tl 
„| GOTTEN АТ ОК ша» 
| ANYTHING THAT'S 
CLEARLY GONE P) WG 
BAD WILL BE 
TOSSED 


GIVING THE 
SHELVES 
А GOOD 
DUSTING, 
WELL 
CHECK THE 
CONTENTS 
OF THE 
DRAWERS 
ANP WIPE 
THEM DOWN 
WITH A DRY 


AND WE CAN'T 
FORGET THE 
CHARCOAL. 
ADDING SOME 
INTO THE 
DRAWERS AT 
THIS STAGE 
WILL HELP 
EXTRACT 
MOISTURE 
AND KEEP 
EVERYTHING 
INSIDE DRY. 


SINCE 

МУ LEG 

GETTING HASNT 

THE HEALED 

QUACK se 

TO PUT 
EVERV- 
THING 


YOU'RE NOT 
CAREFUL, 
EVERYTHING 
WILL SPOIL 
ON YOU. 


THE 
EXERCISE 
OUGHT TO 

DO HIM 
GOOD. 


REMAINING 

MEDICINES 

INTO PAPER 
PACKETS 

ANP THEN 

BACK 

INTO THE 
DRAWERS. 


WE CAN 
FINALLY 
TAKE A 
BREAK! 


NOT ONLY 
ARE SWEET 
POTATOES 
HARD TO FIND 
AT THIS TIME 
OF YEAR... 


ОМ 
VERY FINE 
PAPER АТОР UP THIS 


THE PLATE MASH... 
AS IF ITS 


NOTHING. 


WE'RE EVEN 
PURVEYORS 
TO THE 
IMPERIAL 
COURT! 


SWEETS 
ARE THE 


MUST BE 
FROM A 
WELL- 
TO-DO 
FAMILY. 


MY FAMILY, 
LIKE THE 
REST OF OUR 
VILLAGE, ARE 
PAPERMAKERS! 


BUY THESE 
DAYS 15 


MADE WITH || 


GRASSES 
OR OLD 
RAGS. 


BUT THE 
PRODUCT 
THEY YIELD 
/5 ALWAYS 
EXPENSIVE 
AND THE 
QUALITY 50 
SUBPAR THAT 
BUYING AND 
1 USING PAPER 
і HASNT REALLY 

CAUGHT ON. 


PACKETS 
FOR 
MEDICINE. 


THE 
OLD 
DAYS... 


- THE MORE 
PAPER 
YOU MADE, 
THE MORE 
MONEY YOU 
EARNED. 


AT ONE 

TIME, THE 
THOUGH THE і 7 
بويت‎ COUNTRY 


| RESTRICTIONS 


HAVE SINCE E \/ | HAD EVEN 
EASED Н» PRO- 
SOMEWHAT, 
RAW MATERIAL en 
CONTINUES 
р FOR 


ТО BE HARD : 
TO COME Thee EXPORT... 


Ву АМР THE 
TECHNOLOGY 
FOR MAKING 
PAPER HASN'T 
DEVELOPED. 


ВИТ 
WHEN THE 
FORMER 
OUTLAWED DOA E€, 
THE FELLING MOTHER 
OF THE OF THE 
TREES PREVIOUS 
USEP TO — EMPEROR... 
PRODUCE 
THE BEST 
PAPER... 


me THERE 
WAS A 
SIGNIFICANT 
DECREASE 
IN QUALITY. 


HOW ID 
LOVE TO 
I WONDER HAVE NICER 
IF I CAN GET | PAPER LIKE 
THE QUACK THIS TO USE 
TO SELL ME FOR THAT 
PAPER WITH | PURPOSE. 
A “FRIENDS 
AND FAMILY” 17 
DISCOUNT. | MEN 


SPILLS 


AND KEEP 
MOISTURE 
OUT TOO. 


OUR 
EXPORTS 
INCREASED 
yA - STEADILY 
I GOT TO а an N? == BECAUSE 
EAT ALL THE 4 PAPER 
SWEETS I у BROUGHT 
WANTED AS ki A HIGHER 
š N | | PRICE 
| АВКОАР. 


MONEY, SO 
MY OLDER 
SISTER WAS 
SENT TO 
THE INNER 


THINGS WENT 
DOWNHILL 
FOR US. 


WE BEGAN 
MAKING 
PAPER WITH 
DIFFERENT 


I ENDED 从 一 一 AND THE 
Up неке wu VILLAGERS 
е || MATERIALS, 


BLAMED 
MY GRAND- TRADE 
MY FAMILY 

FOR IT. 


THE 
I NEVER GOING 

me" „BUT IT SAW MY EE TEE 
s |] SEEMS LIKE er MAN WILLING 
TOUGHER THE VILLAGE AGAIN TO BECOME 

TIME OF 15 GETTING BY ee A EUNUCH 
/T THAN I THESE DAYS, 15 A GOOD 

ONE, YOU 


GUESSED, 50 ГМ GLAD 
РОК ТНАТ. KNOW! 


HAVING 
IMPERIAL 
PURVEYOR 
STATUS 
CONFERRED 
UPON YOUR 


IMPACT 


| PROFITS. 


MAY HAVE 
LOST OUR 
PURVEYOR 


„2 
CERTAINLY 
NOT UP 
TO THE 
STANDARDS 
OF THE 
IMPERIAL 
COURT, 
THOUGH. 


IS SOME- 
THING THE 


THEY 


WERE SO WHAT 
LOOKING 
FORWARD 5 ШУ 
TO MAKING : 
LOTS OF 
„МОМ 
THAT PAPER... 
THEY'VE 
BOUGHT 
cows. 


TO HANDLE 

THE MANUAL 
LABOR THAT 
ТНЕУ"Р HIRED 
PEOPLE FOR 
BEFORE. 


u 


NEITHER 
THE MATERIALS 
NOR THE PROCESS 
HAVE CHANGED IN 
ANY WAY, BUT 
SOMETHING'S 
DIFFERENT ABOUT 
THE PAPER NOW 
THAT THE 
COWS ARE 
INVOLVED. 


HIM IN THIS Б 
STATE, THE | 
CLEANING | 
WILL HAVE 
TO WAIT. 


THIS 


CONTAINS 

NO IMPURITIES, SAYS THE 
THE FIBERS QUALITYS 
IN IT WERE 


ALL CRUSHED 
EVENLY, AND THE 
THICKNESS [5 
UNIFORM. 


PAPER OF 
DUBIOUS 
QUALITY THAT 


YOU MIGHT 
NO FIND MAKING 
CORNERS THE ROUNDS 
SEEM TO OUT IN THE 
HAVE BEEN 
CUT IN ITS 


MAKING. 


15 
ТНЕКЕ 
ANYTHING 
UNIQUE 
ABOUT 
YOUR 
FAMILY'S 
METHOD 
FOR 
MAKING 
PAPER? 


NO, WE 
DO IT THE 
SAME AS 
EVERYONE 

ELSE. 


HOWEVER, 
МЕКЕ 
PARTICULAR 
ABOUT THE 
MAKING OF 
OUR GLUE. 


OH, BUT 

І САМТ 

GO INTO 
TOO MUCH 


DETAIL 
ABOUT 
THAT. 


20 
THEY VE 
JUST 
STARTED 
KEEPING 
COWS... 


"АМР 
THEY HAVE 
RESERVOIRS 
OF STANDING 
SPRING WATER 
TO USE FOR 
THE GLUE. 


AND 


STORE IT IN 
RESERVOIRS 
ФО МЕ CAN 


CONTROL 
HUMIDITY. 


THE 
ISSUE 


„1/6 THIS 
PILLING 
ON THE 

SURFACE... 


ITS POOR 
DURABILITY 
WHICH 
MEANS 
IT TEARS 
EASILY 
WHEN 
PULLED. 


DO YOU 
PERHAPS 
USE A 
SPECIAL 
М KIND OF 
то 
ALLOW Е" 
FOR THE 
THING? 
GLUE TO г 
SET JUST 
RIGHT, 
WE DRAW 
SPRING 
WATER... |. 


Er 
CLATTER 


DISSOLVED 
WHEAT 
FLOUR LIKE 
YOU'RE 
SUPPOSED 
To! 


DO YOU 
BOIL THE 
WATER LEFT 
OVER FROM 
WASHING RICE 
FOR THE 
GLUE OR USE 
SOMETHING 
ELSE? 


ARROW- 
ROOT TEA 
AND GLUE 
ARE QUITE 

SIMILAR, 
WOULDN'T 
YOU SAY? 


... 7 
PRODUCE 
A LOT OF 

SALIVA. 


IT’S мот ОН? 
AS THICK 
ANYMORE. 


I WONDER 
IF GLUE 
WOULD 
BECOME 

MORE 
WATERY 
IF YOU DID 
THIS TO IT 
TOO. 


PERHAPS 
IT MIGHT BE 
A GOOD 
IDEA TO 


WHERE 
THEIR 
cows ARE ASK YOUR 


DRINKING FAMILY. 


FROM, 
JUST IN 
CASE? 


| 


WELL, 
THE PRICE 


TO PUT 
IT PLAINLY, І 
JUST WANT TO 
KNOW WHAT 
A TOP-TIER 
WOMAN’LL 
COST ME. 


THAT'S 
МОТ 50 
EASY TO 
ANSWER 


AND HERE 
I THOUGHT 
GIVEN THIS WAS 
HE SENT ABOUT 
SOMEONE SUIKEI... 
TO FETCH 
ME... 


I HEARD 
TALK OF 
SOMEONE 
BUYING OUT 
THE CONTRACT 
OF ONE OF 
THE THREE 
PRINCESSES 
AT VERDIGRIS 
THE OTHER 


PROBABLY 
TALKING 

A BASE 

PRICE № 
OF 200 Рай 


DOUBLE SILVER. 
THAT TO 
SECURE THE 
CONTRACT 
OF A CHEAP 


200 SILVER IS ROUGHLY 
THE AMOUNT A FARMER 
GIRL. WOULD EARN IN A YEAR. 


THIS 15 BECAUSE 
THE PLEASURE 
DISTRICT HAS 
A CUSTOM OF 

SEEING OFF ITS 
COURTESANS 

WITH GRAND 

CELEBRATIONS. 


WOULDVE 
RUN OUT 
LONG 


ARE WELL- 
SUITED TO 
THE Пов 


SHEGATHE 
QUIN. SSENTIAL 
COU 


/ 


ER 
Э 


\ 1 
THIN: 


VERDIORISJAS, 
«THE 1 
ОБ. THE THREE, 
ERINCESSES, 
SINCEJBERORE 
UTWAZIEVEN, 
BORN: 


| 


| А А 
А - Y VAN) = 


THE COST OF 
BUYING OUT A 
COURTESAN’S 
CONTRACT 15 

CALCULATED 
ВУ ADDING UP 

HER POTENTIAL 

EARNINGS OVER 
THE REMAINING 
YEARS ON HER 

CONTRACT AND 
THEN SOME... 


. THEN 
DOUBLING 
THAT. 


HASIBEEN, 
А GOOR 
EARNERIGOR, 
VERDIGRIZ 
EVERISINCE, 
HER DEBUT; 
WHEN SHE 
STARTED 
TAKING 
PATRONS. 


BUYINGJOUT, 
A CONTRACTS 
THE EQUIVALENT 
OF РАУМЕЈ ОБЕ 
А COURTESAN'S 
DEBTS, BUT IN РА! 
¿ING CASE, SHE 
SURELY HAS NONE 
ТО SPEAK OF 


SCHEMING 
БО SHE ТО SELL 
CAN BRING OFF HER 
IN SOME OLDEST 
FRESH PRINCESS 
BLOOD WHILE THE 
JUST OUT BROTHEL 
OF TRAINING 15 DOING 
ТО REPLACE WELL... 
HER. e 


HES A 
GENEROUS, 
GOOD- 
NATURED 
OLD MAN 
WHO ENJOYS 
РА! LING’S 
DANCING 
OVER HER 
OTHER 
OFFERINGS. 


HE'S ALSO 
TALKED 
ABOUT 
BUYING 

OUT HER 
CONTRACT 
TIME AND 
TIME AGAIN. 


HE AND 
РА! LING 
ALSO SEEM 
ТО BEA 
PERFECT 
MATCH WHEN 
IT COMES 
TO NIGHTLY 
EXERTIONS. 


З. ўся 
Я ==: 
ER 
PROBABLV 


„ВИТ РА! 
~ 3) LING 15 AS 


BEAUTIFUL 


HES 
IN HIS 
THIRTIES, 
50 HES 
GOTA 
LOT OF 
LIFE 
LEFT IN 
HIM. 


AS EVER 
ANP HAS DROPPED 
REFINED | BECAUSE | 


HER 


SKILLS AS 
A DANCER 
OVER THE 


THE OTHER 
15 A HIGH- 
RANKING 
GOVERN- 
MENT 
OFFICIAL 
AND 
REGULAR 
PATRON 
OF HERS. 


YOUD 
EXPECT 


HER 


VALUE 
TO HAVE 


OF HER 
AGE... 


«І 
CAN 
THINK 
OF TWO 
FAMILIAR 
FACES 
WHO 
MIGHT 
VIE FOR 
IT 


IF 
РА! LING'5 
FREEDOM 
/5 ON THE 

TABLE... 


РА! LING ISNT 
THE KIND OF 
WOMAN WHO 
WOULD LEAVE 
THE BROTHEL 
„ТИ OF HER OWN 
OPTION ACCORD... 
MIGHT 
ACTUALLY 
BE THE 
MOST 
HARMO- 
NOUS 
FOR ALL 
INVOLVED. 


PAI LING 
15 KNOWN 
FOR BEING 
AI SUBLIME 
` DANCER... 


OFFICIALLY 
РА! LING 
WOULD 
RETIRE 
AND ONLY 
ENTERTAIN 
PATRONS 
ON 
SPECIAL 
OCCA- 


THAT SIONS. 


WOULD 
LEAVE HER 
FREE TO 

PURSUE 
WHOMEVER |: 
HER HEART | \ 
DESIRED. 


IT THAT 
HER PATRONS 
ALWAYS LOOK 

WORSE FOR 

WEAR THE 

NEXT DAY. 


SHELL 
INDISCRIMI- 
NATELY GO 
AFTER THE 
BROTHELS 
MALE 
SERVANTS, 
OTHER 
COURTESANS, 
AND EVEN 
THE GIRLS IN 
TRAINING. 


OLD MADAM 
15 PROBABLY 
ALSO THINKING 
ABOUT LETTING 
PAI LING 
TAKE OVER 
VERDIGRIS. 


THREE 
PRIN- 


РА! LING, 
МЕ/МЕ!, 
АМР 
JOKA— 
TOOK 
CARE 
OF ME. 


SHE FED 
ME FROM 
HER OWN 
BOSOM 
WHEN I 
WAS A 
BABE. 


«AND THE 
CURRENT 


CESSES — 


SHE 
HAD NEVER 
GIVEN BIRTH 
BEFORE, 
BUT HER 
UNIQUE 
CONSTI- 
TUTION 
ENABLED 
HER TO 
PRODUCE 
BREAST 
MILK. 


UNTIL PA 
ADOPTED 
ME, I WAS 

A WARD OF 
VERDIGRIG, 
WHERE 
THE OLD 

MADAM... 


EZ 


d 


р 


THINK THAT 
| WOULD ВЕ 
| UNFORTU- 


T 


IT WAS 
РА! LING WHO 
LOOKED AFTER 
ME THE MOST, 
THOUGH SHE 
HAD ONLY JUST 
MADE HER 
DEBUT А5 A 
FULL-FLEDGED 
COURTESAN. 


Д 


2 CALL 
PAI LING 
МУ SISTER, 
BUT SHE'S 
MORE LIKE 
A MOTHER 

TO ME. 


MANY 
SOME FORMER 
SC EVEN LOSE COURTESANS 
oU o ə. THE ABILITY ТО GIVE UP 


KNOW HOW s PO 50 FROM ON HAVING 
РА! LING THE CONSTANT CHILDREN. 
FEELS USE IN THE 
ABOUT 77, PROFESSION OF 
CONTRACEPTIVE 
THOUGH. AND ABORTIFA- 
CIENT DRUGS. 


BUT 
WHAT 
IDO 

„AND sd KNOW... 

DESPITE THAT HER 

KNOWING MATERNAL 
THAT y, INSTINCTS 

PAI LING I و‎ ARE AS 
SERVICES LI HAKU 

PATRONS 

BESIDES /5 STILL 

HIM... A YOUNG 


HE'S 

4 FALLEN 
FOR HER 
ANYWAY. 


HE 
MIGHT 
LOOK LIKE 
A DUMB 
DOG, BUT 


THE 
кий НЕ SEEMS 


ENDEARING 
IDIOT WHOD Е р 


TRY ТО GET AS 
AHEAD IN LIFE PONNE ~ | HER SEXUAL 
ALL FOR THE N APPETITES. 


SAKE OF THE 
WOMAN HE 


THE 
š «НЕ WAS FIRST 
HOLED TIME НЕ 
АМР | Me He 
о SIONS PA) LING zy 
NO SIONS GRIS... 
OF BEING 
WORN OUT 


AFTER. 


HEY, NOW. 
I'M WORTH 
MORE 
THAN THAT, 
Y'KNOW. 


20 
ROUGHLY 
1,000 
SILVER 
PIECES A 

YEAR. 


MAKES HIM 
A GOOD 
CANDIDATE 
FOR THE 
BUYOUT. 


MAY I ASK 

HOW MUCH 

MONEY YOU 
MAKE? 


WHY 
DO YOU 
ASK THAT 
OUT OF 
THE 
BLUE? 


SAY І DID 
MANAGE 
TO GET 

MY HANDS 

ON 10,000 
SILVER... 


„ро 
YOU THINK 
I WOULD 

ACTUALLY BE 
ABLE TO BUY 
HER OUT? 


THEY'LL 
WANT 
10,000 
SILVER, 
CASH IN 
HAND. 


BY 
THAT 
ARE YOU 
ASKING ME 
IF I THINK 
SHE WOULD 
REJECT 
YOU? 


COULD 
I PLEASE 
ASK YOU TO 
DISROBE, 
SIR? 


I MEAN 
1 MERELY NOTHING 


WISH TO А? UNTOWARD 


APPRAISE š ; N 
е) ИМА! BY IT. 


ONCE 
YOU'VE 
FINISHED, 
PLEASE 
RAISE YOUR 


ARMS 20 ча | | 
ARNG O | TROUSERS ||| ALL І CAN 


AS WELL. ! M TELL YOU IS 


|| WHETHER OR На 


NOT YOU'RE 
TO HER 
TASTES. 


THE 
INSATIABLE 
РА! LING 
ISNT PICKY 
ABOUT HER 
PARTNERS 


BUT 
SHE 
STILL 
HAS A 
TYPE. 


нє 
SKIN 15 A 
HEALTHY 
COLOR. 


JUDGING 
BY THE 
SUBTLY 
THICKER 

GIRTH OF 

HIS RIGHT 
ARM, HE 
MUST BE 
RIGHT- 

HANDED. 


я 


EVEN 
HIS LEGS 
ANP LOINS 
ARE WELL- 
MUSCLED. 


I THINK 
HE MIGHT 
ACTUALLY 
STAND A 
CHANCE. 


RIGHT! 
LAST BUT 
CERTAINLY 
NOT LEAST, 
THAT HAS 
TO COME 


WHAT 
EXACTLY 
ARE YOU 

ALL DOING 
IN HERE, 
PRAY 
TELL? 


GOOD 
DAY TO 
YOU, SIR 
JINSHI. 


WAS 


A MAN FROM 
OUTSIDE. 


KIND OF 
CONSULTATION 


REQUIRES A 
MAN TO BE 
IN SUCH A 

STATE OF 

UNDRESS? 


...1 SUPPOSE 
HE TAKES ISSUE 
WITH A WOMAN 
OF THE INNER 
COURT MEETING 
20 READILY WITH 


BEAUTIFUL 
PEOPLE 
SURE ARE 
SCARY 
WHEN 
THEY RE 
MAD. 


INFORMED 
THERE 
WERE 
NO TEA 
PARTIES 
was TODAY.. 


GIVING 
HIM THE 
ADVICE HE 
SUMMONED 


1 7 
LAY A 
FINGER 
ON HIM. 
ALL I DID 
WAS TAKE 
A GOOD 


WHAT BETTER 
WAY IS THERE TO 
KNOW IF A PERSON 
SUITS YOUR TASTES 
THAN ТО SEE THEM “WHY?” 

UP CLOSE AND 
PERSONAL? 


FINDING 
THAT PERSON 
WHO FITS 
YOUR IDEAL 15 


THE GREATEST 
FEELING, 
SURELY! 


I MAY 
HAVE 
GIVEN 17 
ALOT OF 


I WAS 
HOPING TO 
> | ASSESS HIS 
< LAST, MOST 
IMPORTANT 
ASSET... 


THOUGHT, 
BUT WHAT 
B MATTERS 
MOST 
HERE /5 
FAI LINGS a 
FEELINGS. № 


г THEN 
THINK 
ON HOW 
HE MIGHT 
PLEAD HIS 
CASE TO 
РА! LING, 
BUT... 


GETS 
PASSING | 


MAN SHE 
LOVED 
MORE 

THAN THE 


„НОМ 
WOULD YOU 
RATE THAT 
FELLOWS 
APPEAR- 
ANCE? 


| 


«AND HE'S SEEMS TO 


PROBABLY BE DILIGENT HE HAS A 
ONE OF WITH HIS DAILY VERY LEAN 
THE MOST TRAINING... AND NICELY 
COMPETENT PROPOR- 
SOLDIERS TIONED 


AMONG HIS 
PEERS. 


I CANT 
BELIEVE HE 
WANTS TO 
FLAUNT HIS 
BODY 50 
EVERYONE 
KNOWS HOW 
NMUCH MORE 
BEAUTIFUL 
um ISSTHAN 


IN FACT, 
I GOT AN 
EYEFUL 
OF JINSHI 


1 KNOW BEFORE. 


НЕ Є SUR- 
PRISINGLY 
FIT. 


ТМ AFRAID 

THERE’S NO 
POINT IN ME 
GIVING YOU A 
ONCE-OVER. 


TUNATELY, 
SIR 
JINSHI... 


YOU 
| WOULDN'T 
BE A GOOD 
MATCH FOR 
MY BIG 
SISTER. 


IF І 
REMEMBER 
RIGHT, THIS 
GUY'S NAME 

15 JINSHI. 


m 
NOT ONE 


LIKELY TO 
OBTAIN 
ANYTIME 


APOLOGIES 
FOR THE 
HASTY 
SUMMONS. 


COLOR 
OF THAT 


WAIST... 


HEG THE 

HE BEAUTIFUL 
MAY BE EUNUCH 

YOUNGER 72 

THAN ME, TO BE THE 

BUT HE'S EMPERORS | 

SERIOUS LOVER. 


| ABOUT HIS 


JOB AND 
SHREWD, 
TO 7 
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THIS 15 MY 

FIRST TIME 

I FEEL SEEING HIM 
AS IF IVE UP CLOSE 


SEEN HIM 
SOMEWHERE LIKE THIS... 


BEFORE. 


м 

WORKING AS Я 

A PERSONAL Ti EET BETWEEN 

MAID IN THE 7" WITH 
OUTER I MUST VERDIGRIS 


COURT. THANK YOU NOT TOO 
FOR GIVING ple 


THINK ABOUT 
THE OTHER 


NEVER 
IMAGINED 
SHE WAS 
WORKING 
FOR HIM, 
THOUGH. 


THERE 
ISA 
CERTAIN 
WOMAN 
IN YOUR 
HEART 
RIGHT 
NOW. 


15 THAT 
WHY HEG 
GOT SUCH 
A SMUG 
LOOK ON 
HIS FACE? 


WWW 
Ni HER ( T. 


N WELL, 
N WHEN 
W BEDROOM pa LING 
S ZZ mes] ee 
SEDUCTIVE “WOMAN, 7 
rd г 4 
2 POWERFUL 
LIFTING UP THE 5 SUPPOSE 
HEMS OF HER N А5 HE 
ROBES, HER NN 


BEAUTIFUL 
FORM IN THE 


MIDDLE OF NS 
Y S 
А DANCE NN 


UN 
ҮШ 


e 
SS CONTRACT роз 
WOULD BE 

CAUSE FOR 
AMUSEMENT. 


BE. 


„ЛЕ НЕ 


| | ЦГ | TURNS HIS 


N "ou MOCKERY 
рага ЧІ ON PAI LING, = 
LITTLEST қ RR = 
JOU MET Tanes. N, RIGHT OFF SV 
HAND IN HAND HIS FACE. “ 
WITH HER N 
JOB... W 


Y ( 
Ми 


Ш] 


WHAT TRUE... 
ANYONE 

E— ELSE SAYS - 
DOESN'T 


WHAT 
WOULD YOU 
DO IF I TOLD 


YOU THAT 
I WOULD 
SHOULDER 
THE COST 
OF HER 
FREEDOM 
FOR YOU? 


YOU 
WOULD 
CONSIDER 
EVEN SAYING 
SUCH A THING 
TO A SOLDIER 
IS ALL BUT 
UNKNOWN 
TO VOU. 


m BUT I 

HAVE TO 

WONDER 
WHY... 


WHAT 
DO YOU 
MEAN BY 

THAT? 


JUST 
WHAT I 


SAID. 
WOULD 


20,000 
COVER 
IT? 


OF 
COURSE I 
VERY MUCH 

APPRECIATE 

THE OFFER... 


vee THAT 
IN SPITE 
OF HER 
ATTITUDE, 
SHE TRUSTS 
ME IN HER 
OWN WAY? 


MAYBE I 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE SAID 
THAT/ 


EVEN 
А CHILD 


HE MEAN 
THE LIT 
LADY? 


YET SHE 
GIVES YOU 
ADVICE... 


AND 16 EVEN 
THINKING OF 
PUTTING YOU 
FORWARD TO 
BE THE LIFE 
PARTNER OF 

SOMEONE SHE 

CONSIDERS 
HER OLDER 
SISTER. 


YOU 
FEEL 
YOU CAN 
TRUST 
THEM 
YOUR- 

SELF? 


CAT 19, BY 
NATURE, 
RATHER 

WARY. 


50 YOU'RE 
SAYING THAT 
IF YOUR 
CAUTIOUS 
CAT GROWS 
FOND OF 
SOMEONE... 


YOU 
MAY BE 
THE SON 

OFA 
LOCAL 
OFFICIAL 


YOU HAD 
THE GOOD „Вит 
FORTUNE TO GIVEN THE 
BE PICKED 
OUT OF THE MILITARY 
FACTIONS 


RANK AND HERE IN THE 

FILE BY 
PILE PY CAPITAL, IT 
SAND AN ; САМ'Т HAVE 
WERE + BEEN EASY 
ASSIGNED FOR YOU TO 
YOUR OWN BECOME AN 

å OFFICER. 


THELESS, 
20,000 


15 MY 


SILVER 15 BE ON СООР 

FAR TOO TERMS WITH 

LAVISH A SOMEONE WHO 
SUM. SHOWS SUCH 


POTENTIAL... 


„ТЕШУ SO 
SHOCKING? 


WHAT 


IF I TAKE MY I NEED /5 
CONNECTIONS 
ANP SAVINGS dines F 
INTO ACCOUNT... . 
ei NO, 
ONLY NEED A WAIT. 
QUARTER OF 


THAT AMOUNT. 


HONORED 
THAT YOU 
THINK 20 
HIGHLY OF 
ME THAT YOU 
WOULD MAKE 
SUCH AN 
OFFER. 


„М 
AFRAID 
I САМТ 


TAKE YOUR А Аў AND TO BE 
SILVER. | if / PERFECTLY 
ДЕ | HONEST, I'M 
DESPERATE 
TO ACCEPT 

IT. 


SHE MAY 
BE JUST 
ANOTHER 
COURTESAN 


„Вит 
SHE'S 
THE ONLY 
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PONT USE 
MY OWN 
HARD- 
EARNED 
MONEY TO 
FREE THE 
WOMAN І 
WISH TO 
MAKE MY 
WIFE... 


FORGIVE 
ME FOR 
WASTING 
YOUR 
TIME. 


SPEAK WITH 
YOU AGAIN, IF 
THAT SUITS. 


٢ 
„ГИ STILL 
WAITING FOR 
A PRINCE-TO 
COME AND — 
SWEEP ME 
OFF МУ ` 
РРЕТ 411 


BUTI 
BRINGING IN. 


2 
GRANNY, 
MIGUTVE" 
MENTIONED 
SOMETHING 
IN PASSING... 


ВИТ SHE р 
REFUSES > ines 
TO GIVE |7 AOT 
pred EXACTLY WEVE 
H YOUNG 
BEEN ANY- WHO HEARD 


GJ RIDE IN ABOUT THE 
مه‎ INVOLVED MORE... len لل‎ IN PENCE” 
( Ў HORSES THEY HAVE 


d TO RESCUE ABROAD... 


MAYBE THAT 
RESOLVE 
15 THE 
SECRET TO 
| HER YOUTH- 
FULNESS. 


-/ и | 


f 7 
А "80007 


WOULD 
HAVE 
TO DO 
15 PLAY 
THE PART 


LONG AS 
РА! LING 15 
FOND OF 
HIM... 


THE 
MAN TO 

BUY HER 
FREEDOM 
WOULDN'T 
EVEN NEED 
10,000 
SILVER. 


A 
AND ROLE THAT 
SOME- REQUIRES 
THING EXCEPTIONAL 
MOST STAMINA, 
AVERAGE RIPPLING 
MEN HAVE MUSCLES... 
BUT 
EUNUCHS 
DONT 


IF 5/5 

ALL THAT = \ «Г WERE 
WOULD BE DOUBT REALLY 
NECESSARY EVEN THE SERIOUS 


OLD HAG BO 
IS A LITTLE ABOUT 
y WOULD SOMEONE... 
MONE TRY TO 73 


FOR THE SQUEEZE 
HA HM vey. А 


A DISPLAY 


Gal ju THE MOST 
PRIDE THAT 
BRILLIANT 
COMES WITH PAI LING BLOOMS 
BEING A WOULD TO HAVE 
COURTESAN. WANT HER BLOS- 


EXIT FROM SOMED 


THIS STAGE IN THIS 
TO BE GARDEN 


JUST AS OF EARTHLY 
FABULOUS DELIGHTS... 
AS HER 
ENTRANCE. 


EVEN 
GRANNY 
EVER THE 
РЕММУ- 
PINCHER, 
/5 ALWAYS 
SAYING THAT 
ITLL BE THE 
BIGGEST AND 
BRIGHTEST 
CELEBRATION 
AROUND. 


TION WOULD 
DOESN'T PROBABLY 
DESERVE BE ABOUT 
РА! LING. THAT ; г ў 5,000 


MUCH... p NIS A SILVER. 


WHILE 
IN A FEW HE 10,000 


YEARS, GIVE „ JUST HAS SILVER 
OR TAKE, HE / TO KEEP MIGHT BE 
MIGHT HAVE Й MAKING HIS OUT OF 
WHAT HE Å WAY UP THE HIS REACH, 
y RANKS. LI HAKU CAN 


PROBABLY 
MANAGE 
5,000. 


THE 
REST JUST 
DEPENDS 
ON LUCK. 


I THINK 3 
A CERTAIN з ONE OF THE 
SOMEONE APPRENTICES 
CAME MIGHT HAVE 
CALLING GOTTEN ~ 
AND WAS THE WRONG 
TALKING IMPRESSION... 
ABOUT 
BUYING 
OUT A 
CONTRACT. 


PAI LINGS 
NOT USUALLY 
SHY ABOUT 
INCLUDING 
NAMES. IF 
„ИТ SHE'S BEING 
CAN VAGUE LIKE 


JUST AS 
WE WERE 
SEEING 
THE FIRST 
SIGNS OF 
SPRING... 


«CONSORT 


` SHE 
RI was дво RESUME, 
| RELIEVING AND SHE 
HERSELF COULDN'T 


SHAKE HER 
PER LISTLESS- 


er 


FASCINATING | > 
HAPPENED 
WITH HER Р 
DAUGHTER. 


EXCEP- 
TIONALLY 
COMPETENT 
PEOPLE 


HAVE 17 
ROUGH 
TOO. 


THE 
DAYS SEEM 
TO BE FLYING 
BY HERE, 
PERHAPS 
BECAUSE I 
FEEL MORE 
FULFILLED... 


WHILE 
THE TWO 
MONTHS I 
SPENT AT 
JINSHI'S 
FELT 
ABSURDLY 
LONO... 


„І HAVE 
A FEELING 
SHE WOULDN'T 
BE ALLOWED 
TO LEAVE, 
GIVEN THAT 
ONLY A VERY 
SELECT FEW 
SERVE HERE 
AT THE JADE 


SHE KNOW 
THERESA 
BABY IN 
THEREP 


EVENIF 
SOMEONE 
PROPOSED 
MARRIAGE 
TO HONG- 
NANO... 


1 ASKING 
ME TO 
FIND HIM 
SOME? 


"ФО IT'S 
UP TO ME TO 
| PRESENT THEM 
FOR THAT 
PURPOSE. 


EVERV- 
ONE'S 
QUITE 

KEEN TO 

ADMIRE 


IF SUCH 
A THING 
WERE 
MAKING 
THE ROUNDS, 
IT WOULD 
BRING THE 


YOU LIKE 
ME TO 
ро? 
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PERHAPS 
THE PEOPLE 
CLAIMING TO 

HAVE SEEN 
THEM WERE 
USING OPIUM 
AT THE TIME, 

AND THEY 


HALLUCINATED | 


THE BLUE 
ROSES? 


„ГМ NOT 
COMPLETELY 
IGNORANT ON 
THE SUBJECT 
OF ROSES... 


BUT BLUE 
ROSES DO 
NOT EXIST 
FROM WHAT 
I'VE BEEN 
TOLD. 


го 
BLUE 
ROSES 
ARE OUT 
OF THE 
QUES- 
TION? 


WILL NOT 
BE IN SEASON 
FOR AT LEAST 
ANOTHER TWO 

MONTHS. 


I 
WANT TO 
PRESENT 

THEM 
AT NEXT 
MONTH'S 
GARDEN 
BANQUET. 


VERY 
WELL. 
I'LL TAKE 
ON THIS 
TASK. 


THAT 
REACTION 


TACTICIAN THESE М 
ASK YOU ROSES... | 
FOR 


AWE 
is КОЙ? 


I САКТ 
PROMISE 


„ги, 
NEED YOU 
TO MAKE 
A FEW 
АККАКФЕ- 


BEHALF 


THE 
CRYSTAL 
PALACE 


== 


A SAUNA WAS 
«ТО CONSTRUCTED 
HELP HERE WHEN 


DRAW CONSORT 
THE LIHUA FELL 
TOXINS ILL... 
OUT OF 
HER 


BODY. 


ITS A GOOD 
THING I SENT 


AWAY FOR A 
NEW MANUAL win 
FROM THE кене 
BROTHEL HELE 
TO GIVE AS I DIDNT тт 
TRIBUTE. EXPECT PERMIS- 


THE SION TO 
CONSORT зе |Т. 


WOULD 50 
READILY 
AGREE. 


THIS ONE'S A 
FAVORITE OF THE 


١ 5 / 


Zu 


THE 
SAUNA'S 
STEAM 
FLOWS 
INTO THIS 
SPECIFIED X HASTILY 
SEVERAL | BUILT 
VARIETIES Si N THERE ARE CABIN. 

WITH EARLY NPE ` WINDOWS IN 

BLOOMS. x THE WALLS 
ANP ON THE 
CEILING 50 
THAT LIGHT 
CAN EASILY 
STREAM IN. 


ON 
SUNNY 
DAYS, I 
TAKE THEM 
OUTSIDE 
20 THEY 
CAN BASK | 


THAT 
EUNUCH 
MUST BE 
ROLLING 


ool 
HE CAN 
HAVE A 

BUILDING 

LIKE THIS 
Mu - ў. 23| BUILT JUST 
THROUGH 7 2 TO GROW 

THE LA ; | 
NIGHT. 


WITH 
THE ALL THE 
WOUND MOVING 
ON MY AROUND, 
LEG THOUGH... 
KEPT 
OPENING 
UB 


“ЛО 
KEEP AN 
EYE ON 

ME. 


SHE 
WAS MORE 
THAN HAPPY 
TO HELP 
SINCE IT 
MEANT 
p) SHE ФОТ 
ES TO SKIP 
| OUT ON 
HER WORK 
AND EAT 
SNACKS. 


„вит 
1 SEE 
TO THE 
TEMPERA- 
TURE IN 
HERE 
MYSELF... 


-SINCE 
I DONT 
WANT THE 
PLANTS 
TO 
WITHER. 


JINSHI 


DISPATCHED 


SEVERAL 
EUNUCHS 
ТО ASSIST 
ME... 


GAO 
SHUN 
TOOK 
„AND ONE 


TO MY 
SURPRISE, 


LOOK 
AT ME 


ASSIGNED BLEEDING 


XIAOLAN... 


ZO I 
E 


EVERY- 


FLOWERS| A 
THERE ARE % 7 
TIMES WHEN М WHICH 


THEY 
THEY BLOOM 
OUT OF BLOOM. 


SEASON. 


RIGHT NOW, 
IM TRYING 
TO CONFUSE 
THESE 
ROSES INTO 
BLOOMING 
AHEAD OF 
SCHEDULE. 


BUT 
ТНЕКЕ 5 NO 
GUARANTEE 


ANP THIS THEY'LL 

19 BACK- BLOOM IN 

BREAKING po LESS THAN 
WORK. A MONTH. 
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+ 

i e 
SS 

۷ A Е 7 

0727 | а> 


THE TOP 
CONSORTS 
ро THIS 
TOO, DON'T 


JUST LIKE 
SOCIETY 
AT LARGE, 
THE INNER 
AND IT’S THE 
EMPEROR'S 
FAVORITE 
CONSORTS 
WHO DECIDE 
WHAT THEY'RE 
ТО ВЕ. 


| ТО BEA 


REGULAR NOW, THE 
NUISANCE LADIES 
AT МУ OF THE 


IMPROMPTU CRYSTAL 


ITS NOT 
ODP FOR 
TO LAPIES-IN- | 


ROSE PALACE 2 WANT ТО WAITING... F 
NURSERY. SHOULD $ ва 
ВЕ TOO 
THEY ADMIRE 


DISTRACTED 
BY DOING 
THEIR 


20 MUCH. 


PAINTED 
NAILS ARE 
A COMMON 
SIGHT IN THE 


THAT'S 
PLEASURE 
PROBABLY — DISTRICT. 


WHY YOU 
DONT SEE 
THEM MUCH 

IN HERE. 


JUST 
AG DOING 
ONE NAILS 


PA 
ROSEBUDS 
BEGAN TO 
SWELL, 
AND ALL 


FORMALLY 
GAVE HER 
SEAT TO 
CONSORT 
LOULAN ІМ 


WELCOME. 


THERE 
WASN’T 
ENOUGH 

TIME FOR 
THEM TO 

BLOOM, 

THOUGH. 


THIS 
YEARS 
SPRING 
GARDEN 
BANQUET 
15 BEING 

HELD 
AMONG 
| SPRING ГС 
y PEONIES. 


CONSORT 
GYOKUYO, 
WHOSE | 
PREG- 
NANCY HAS 
BEGUN TO 
..WONT SHOW.. 
BE IN 
ATTEN- 
DANCE. 


I CANT 
BELIEVE 
YOU 
ACTUALLY 
MANAGED 
TO PULL 
IT ОРЕ 


ERE 
THESE 3 N 
ARE ФО W у 
STUNNING, 


«ВИТ 
ITS NOT 
ENOUGH 
TO MAKE 


TOA ALL THESE WA 


YOUNG OFFICIALS 
EUNUCH TAKE 


SHOWING | KINDLY... 
OFF 


ГМ 
MORE THAN 
CAPABLE OF 

HANDLING 
WHATEVER 
IDEAS 
THEY GET 
INTO THEIR 
HEADS. 


МУ 
LOOKS 
MAY BE 
EXCEP- 
TIONAL... 


ENJOYED 
THE FAVOR 
AT THIS OF THE 
POINT, THE PREVIOUS 
CURRENT EMPEROR'S 
EMPEROR MOTHER 
/5 NO WHEN 
MATCH SHE WAS 
FOR HIM. EMPRESS. 


І HAVE 
ТО KEEP 
UP THE 
SMILEY 
YOUNG 
EUNUCH 


CONSORT 
LOULANG 
FATHER, 
NEWLY 
ARRIVED 
AT THE 
PALACE. 


VARIETY OF 

HUES, AG IF 

FLAUNTING 
THEIR 


REFLECTING 
THE AWFUL 


OF THE 
INDIVIDUAL 


143 


“да 


TIME YOU 
GO THERE, 
YOU COME 


FUTTER 
Us 


YOU 
CAN STAY 
SEATED. 


BUT I 

DON'T SEE 
ANYTHING 

ON THE 

mi PETALS. 


I DID IT 
FROM THE 
INSIDE. 


TAKE 
А LOOK 
AT THE 

BOTTOM 
OF THE 
SEE? STEM. 


I LEFT 
THE WHITE 
ROSES IN 


AND THEY 
ABSORBED IT, УТРК THAT 


WHICH IN TURN 
DYED THEIR MIXED IN... 
PETALS 
BLUE. 


ALL THE 
ROSES 
I GREW IN 
THOSE POTS 
WERE WHITE 


VARIETIES. 


YOU CAN 
CREATE ANY 
COLOR OF 
„Ву ROSE YOU 

WANT... 


THE WORK 
OF SOME 
LAYABOUT WHO 
HAD NOTHING 
BETTER TO DO 
THAN SOAK 
ROSES IN BLUE 
WATER ALL 
DAY LONG, 
NO DOUBT. 


WHAT OF 


THE RUMOR = 

THAT BLUE OFF THE 
ROSES LAND LEAVES 
GROW EACH OF TURNED 


THE STEMS 
IN COTTON PARK... 
A SOAKED WITH 

SS IT BLUE WATER, 

TOOK WHICH I LEFT 

SOME ON RIGHT UP 
DOING... TO THE DAY 

OF THE 
BANQUET. 


ВИТ THE 
HARDEST а 
PART WAS 
GETTING THE 
ROSES TO 
BLOOM IN 
THE FIRST — 
PLACE. ` 


дая 


HERE? 


PERHAPS 
THEY NEEDED 
SOMETHING 
WITH WHICH 
TO IMPRESS 


І САМТ 
SAY IT 
SUITS ME, 
THOUGH. 


FINGER- 
NAILS? 


IF ONLY 
I HAD ROSE 
BALSAM ANP 

WOOD- 

SORREL... 


MAKES. ТИЕ“ 
RED:OF ROS 
BALSAM EVEN 


IT STILL 
LOOKS 
NICE, 
DESPITE 
THAT. 
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WHILE І 
DID MANAGE 
ТО РО А 
GOOD JOB 
OF DYING 
MY NAILS, 
MY LEFT 
PINKY NAIL 
STILL HAS 
A WRINKLE 
IN IT. 


THAT'S LEFT 
TO DO NOW 
15 TAKE THAT 
DISAGREE- 
ABLE MAN BY 
SURPRISE. 


AND 
I CANT BE 
BOTHERED | ALLEGEDLY 
TO SUMMON |` BEAUTIFUL 
ANY KIND OF CONSORTS. 
EMOTION 
FOR THINGS 
THAT PONT ie B 
INTEREST | | music. B 


і 
і 


| і 
THAT 
BORING | 一 | 


BANQUET 
/Є OVER 
AT LAST. 


PEOPLES 


MILITARY ја 
ACQUAIN- N 

TANCES STONES 
ARE MEKE 
ELEPHANT- | 

CHESS 

PIECES, 


AT BEST. 


PAWNS AND 
SOLDIERS, 
AND AS 
THEY GO 
UP THE 
RANKS, 
BECOME 

Я HORSES 
= : AND SUCH. 


ASA 
UA МА 
I SIMPLY... 


PUT 


THOSE 

PIECES 

IN THE 

PUTTING SPOTS 
THE RIGHT THEY'RE 
PERSON IN MEANT 
THE RIGHT TO GO. 


PLACE. 
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THAT 


OFFICIAL STILL, TO 
PIECE THINK ДОТ 
WITH THE I vess NOTHIN 
SMILE OF ILL HAVE Ne ОК 
A DIVINE TO MAKE 为 Я бараў 
NYMPH (OR MY DIS- “ 
SO I'M PLEASURE 
TOLD). FELT BY 


ANNOYING 
MY USUAL 


ITS 
EASY TO > 

PICK HIM = = р» نې‎ S 
OUT SINCE 55 | = "у e 
HE'S ALWAYS 
FOLLOWED 
BY THAT 
MINISTER 


I KEEP 


SEEING 
RED TODAY, 
ANP ITS 
MAKING 
MY EYES 
HURT. 


AH, 
ITS THE 
RED OF 
PAINTED 


۱ THE 
THEYRE \ PAINTED 
SOFTLY A NAILS 
DYED IN 0 М MY 
SHADES Б <| ARENT MEMORY 

OF ROSE _ Å SUCHA i 


BALSAM. 7 bu GARISH 
j - ر‎ RED. 


YOU CARE 
TO BE MY 
OPPONENT? 


DAUGHTER, 
I ASK 
YOU? 


PERHAPS 
REMOVE 
A HORSE 


OR 
CHARIOT? 


ELEPHANT. 


CHESS? ~ 


PLAY FIVE 
GAMES 
USING THE 
STANDARD 
RULES. 


WHOEVER 

WINS THREE 

TIMES WILL IN 
ВЕ THE Å 
VICTOR. 


IF I WIN, І 
SHALL HAVE 
YOU BACK, 
DAUGHTER. 


REMEMBER, 
YOU PROMISED 
TO STAY OUT 


OF IT! 


YOU MEAN 
YOU'RE 


ACTUALLY 
WORKING 
FOR HIM? 


HOWEVER, 
AS ТАМ 
CURRENTLY 
EMPLOYED, 

YOU'LL HAVE 
TO WAIT 
UNTIL MY 

CONTRACT 
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YOU WILL 
BUY OUT THE 
CONTRACT OF 
ONE OF THE 
COURTESANS 
FROM 
VERDIGRIS. 


BUT 
I KNOW THE 
OLD MADAM 
IS ITCHING TO 
CLEAR OUT 
ONE OF THE 
GIRLS GETTING 
LONG IN THE 


IF THAT'S 


WHAT YOU 220 
WANT, MY Er 
DEAR, I 


ACCEPT. 


V^ THAT MUST 
( | BE SOME 
KIND OF 
SERIOUS 
SPIRIT IF 

THE SMELL 

15 ANYTHING 


WHAT'S 
THAT? f 


IF YOU 


TAKE A 
THREE DOSES, ЕЕ 

IT'S JUST 

THOUGH, AND MEDICINE 

IT BECOMES 


A DEADLY 
POISON. 


I'LL MIX 


e V 7 
Be, | AL ai 
| 7 


UP THE I'M GOING 
CUPS SO TO ADD THIS 
YOU САКТ POWDER INTO 
TELL WHICH THREE OF THE 


ONES IT'S 
IN. 


FIVE CUPS. 


SHE HAS 
SOMETHING 
BRUTAL IN 


AFTER 
EACH GAME, 
THE WINNER 
WILL CHOOSE 
A CUP FOR 
YOU THE LOSER 
DON’T HAVE TO DRINK. 
TO DRAIN THE 
THAT'S WHOLE THING. 


THE FIRST JUST TAKE 


A SIP. 


„Ат 
WILL ВЕ 
NO 


ARE WE 
AGREED? 


MATTER THE 
REASON 


小 
< 
a 
шт 
m 
2 
2 
Q 
ә 


А Loss, 


es 
© 


1 


15 SHE 
4 THROW HIM 


OFF HIS 
GAME? 


HES— 


Тє таи Wu Terran: an: 


TAC TICIAN” WITH == 
A REPUTATION У ES ” NOT SCH 


OF BEING -AN 5 «З «Л J EE 
ODDBALL. > P 


I DOUBT 
HED LOSE 
„HIS COOL 
С OVER SUCH 
EA MINOR 
-ATTEMPT- AT 
UNSETTLING 
HM 
WHAT Z= 
COULD ' 
BE GOING 


THROUGH 
THAT HEAD 


SINCE SHE 


CHALLENGED 
BUT A TACTICIAN 
SHE CLEARLY WHO /5 
ONLY KNOWS UNBEATEN AT 
THE RULES... ELEPHANT 
CHESS... 
å 
ж 
ÑO ACTUAL NW ASSUMED 
\ SHED AT 
EXPERIENCE 


LEAST BE 
SOMEWHAT 
FAMILIAR 
WITH THE 

GAME. 


PLAYING IT. 


„THAT 
IT'S HARD AND SHE 
TO TELL DRANK 


WHETHER THOSE 
OR NOT SHE WITH 
TOOK ANY SUCH JOY 


POISON. ON HER 
FACE... 


ASSUMING 

THE TWO 

CUPS SHE 
DRANK WERE 


THERE'S / TAINTED... 

A ONE IN THERE'S 

TEN CHANCE A ONE IN 
SHELL END UP THREE 
POISONED, CHANCE 

OVERALL. THAT HER 
THIRD 

CUP WILL 


FATALLY 
POISON 
HER. 


SHE 

REALLY 

cum DOES 

NS HAVE HIS 

GENERAL 

ЈА TRAPPED. 
(N 


/ 


VICTORY. 


WHETHER OR 
NOT YOUR NEXT 
CUP 15 TAINTED, 
I CAN’T ALLOW 
MY DAUGHTER 
TO CONTINUE 
RISKING A 
POISONING. 


CHOOSE 


DOES THE 
MEDICINE 


EVER 


ONE 
HAVE A ; 
YES, TASTE? ТАР 
А NOTICE- ' 
ABLE ONE. 


IF THE 
POISON 
MUST BE 
DRUNK 
THREE 
TIMES FOR 
IT TO HAVE 
A HARMFUL 
EFFECT... 


„ФА KAN 
CAN AFFORD 
TO LOSE 
TWICE. 


IF EVEN 
ONE OF 
Hle CUPS 


HELL TASTES 
KNOW opp 
THAT HIS Ze 
DAUGHTER 
/5 SAFE. 


50 HE 
LOST ON 
PURPOSE. 
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1 
4 
1 


NOW WE 
DON’T HAVE 
TO WORRY 
ABOUT THE 
THIRD CUP 
POISONING 

HER. 


THAT ALSO 

MEANS SHE 
HAS NO ї 

CHANCE OF № 
WINNING. | 


HOW 
CAN SHE 
POSSIBLY 
TURN THE 
TIDE?! 


ELL 


I HAVEN'T 
LIED ABOUT 
ANYTHING. 
ALCOHOL 
IS JUST 
THE BEST 
MEDICINE. 


173 


I THOUGHT 
YOU SAID 
NOTHING 
WOULD 
~ HAPPEN IF 
0 YOU DRANK 
I KNOW ONE CUP 
YOU HATE WITH THE 
THE MAN, A POWDER? 
BUT I САМ'Т à 
BELIEVE YOU 
ACTUALLY 
POISONED 
HIM! 


„МЕ ONLY 
EVER SEEN 

HIM DRINK 
THAT JUICE 
HE CARRIES 
AROUND HIS 
WAIST, NEVER 
ANY ACTUAL 
ALCOHOL... 


174 


: THEN 

A MX OF | iy WAS THAT 
SALT AND / NS Аена 
SUGAR. Y үст 
\ CUPS? 


IT 
MAKES 
IT EASIER 
TO ABSORB 
ALCOHOL. 


THE VERY 

TREATING BEGINNING 

HIM. THAT THIS 
WOULD 

HAPPEN. 


175 


(ILL 


NOW 
GRAB HIM 
AND GET 
HIM TO 

VERDIGRIG 
+90 WE QUICK... 
CAN MAKE 

HIM PICK 
OUT HIS 
FLOWER. 


> 
IN. фура 


Р 
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Thanks for reading The Apothecary Diaries, Volume 7! 
When drawing the characters superdeformed, 
I usually end up making them into animals 
(Maomao the cat, Li Haku the dog, and so on). 
In this volume, we saw the quack as a hamster 
and La Kan as a fox. I wonder which animals Y 
our readers associate the characters with. 


pe ISA 


LA 


From the artist, 


Nekokurage 


қозса "edes 5 


«АЎ, ох хе «eee 
Tne eo 
ЯР, 


se 
LS. and емехчоге е 


7 Е A let of things Ж 
` happened in Volume 7! 
- Even more will happen 
in the next volume! 


Special Thanks 
Author: Natsu Hyuuga 


Light novel illustrator: Touco Shino 
Manga artist: Nekokurage 
The editor 


© 


THE PERSON CALLED A QUACK 


re 


TT HASNT 
GOTTEN 
DIRTY, 


ID BEST 
MAKE THE 
TEA FROM 
NOW ON. 


THE MAN CALLED THE EMPEROR 2 THE MAN CALLED THE EMPEROR D 


EMPEROR 
PERHAPS CONTINUES 
HE'S NOT | Y WS Cocos 
JUST A " d око, 
LECHEROUS A ei ZE, 


OLD MAN, ТО ABSTAIN 
AFTER ALL. B bores OF 
THE BED- 

CHAMBER. 


MAY 
I HELP 
YOU, YOUR 
MAJESTY? 


LIKE 
YOU TO 
OBTAIN 


Next Volume Preview 
TA کیک‎ 


зы‏ و 


٢ SRA ъс 


PLEASE 
CHOOSE 


WISELY. 


Continue reading for a sneak peek at 
Volume 8 of The Apothecary Diaries, 
coming soon! 


bånn Diario 


Ain 
ies 


I COULDN'T 
EVEN TELL 
MY OWN 


MOTHER АМР | 


WET NURSE 
APART, LET 
ALONE MEN 
AND WOMEN. 


M 
MOTHER WAS 
DESPERATE TO 
RECAPTURE HIS 
AFFECTIONS. 


I 
LEARNED 
TO BOTH 
PLAY AND 
LOVE THE 

GAMES OF 
GO AND 
ELEPHANT 
CHESS... 


AND WAS 
ABLE TO 
LIVE AS I 
PLEASED. 


SINCE 

I WAS 
BORN, 

IVE BEEN 

UNABLE 
TO TELL 
PEOPLE 
APART. 


МУ FATHER 
WAS 50 
UPSET BY 
THIS, HE 
STARTED 
SPENDING 
MORE AND 
MORE TIME 
IN THE BED 
OF HIS 
MISTRESS. 


МУ 


| BRILLIANT 
||| UNCLE WAS 
THE ONE 
IT WAS 
BECAUSE 
OF HIM THAT 


I GRADUALLY 
GREW 
ТО SEE 
PEOPLES 
FACES AS 
GAME 
PIECES. 


n 
WAS AGAIN 


REMINDED 
OF HIS 
GENIUS. 


NO GAME 
WAS MORE 
AMUSING 
THAN 
ELEPHANT 
CHESS WITH 
ACTUAL 
PEOPLE 
AS THE 
PIECES. 


SUPPOSE 
IT WOULD 
BE EASIEST 
ТО SEE 
THEM AS 
ELEPHANT- 
CHESS 
PIECES 
IN YOUR 
CASE. 


THOUGH 
IM WEAK, 
45 LONG AS 
I CLEVERLY 


MANIPULATED | 


МУ SUBORDI- 


NATES, IT WAS | 


MORE THAN 
ENOUGH. 


LEARN TO 
RECOGNIZE 
PEOPLE NOT 
BY THEIR 
FACES, BUT BY 
THEIR VOICES, 
MANNERISMS, 
AND THEIR 
LEARN TO BODY 
CATEGORIZE N TYPES. 
PEOPLE IN 
CERTAIN 
WAYS. 


WHEN 
I BEGAN 
TO SEE 
MY UNCLE 
ASA 
CHARIOT 
PIECE... 


AFTER 
BECOMING AN 
ADULT, I WAS 
UNEXPECTEDLY 
GIVEN A HIGH- 
RANKING POST 
BECAUSE OF 
MY BIRTH, 
DESPITE HAVING 
NO MARTIAL 
ABILITIES TO 
SPEAK ОБ 


.. THAT I HAD 
BEEN LONG 


1 WOULD 
LACE OFT 2 UNDEFEATED | 


AGAINST THE AT BOTH 


у COURTESAN e 
ы rose ran CS Е oe 
EVERYONE'S | DECIDED 

LIPS AT THE MS 
е. BROTHEL I 
A FREQUENTED. 


ІІ 


„АМІР 
А SEA ОР 
WHITE AND 

BLACK. 


HER 
NAME... 


VERSUS 
ME, THE 
MILITARY 5 
UNBEATEN 
TACTICIAN. 


THE 
SPECTATORS 
WERE SURE 
TO BE 
PLEASED, 
NO MATTER 


WHO LOST. 


SHE IS 

INDEED 
A COM- 
РЕТЕМТ 
PLAYER. 


BUT 
ILL MAKE 
SURE SHE 
KNOWS HER 

PLACE. 


THE 
BROTHELS 
UNBEATEN 
COURTE- 
SAN... 


(4 
wet 


HOW LONG 
HAS IT BEEN 


LOST SO 
BADLY? 


7 


fir », NY Og ~ 
(4 хе» LT 
ki ] 


ESTIMATING 
HER. 


NY 


so THIS 
IS WHAT 
PEOPLE'S 
FACES 
LOOK 
LIKE? 


THE 
UNHAPPY 
FACE OF A 
WOMAN WHO 
SEEMED TO 
WANT TO 
TELL ME... 


SHE 
HAS NO 
CHANCE OF 
WINNING 
THIS NEXT 

CAME. 


WE 
CONTINUED 
TO MEET, 
SPENDING 
OUR TIME 
TOGETHER 
DOING 
NOTHING 
BUT PLAYING 
6O AND 
ELEPHANT 


Ain 
ies 
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